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The planeer in container M&R in Thailand since 1980
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Our lead technician i holding "ICL" certificate which is
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I nitiated by Mr. Wurtz (then Man-
aging Director of Diethelm) along
with executives of another 4-5 com-
panies, a shipping group known as
The Bangkok Shipping Interest was
formed. BSI later was registered as
an association in the name of The
Bangkok Shipowners and Agents
Association or BSAA on 9 May 1968.
There were some 30 founding
members.

The early years of BSAA saw the com-
ing of containerization to Thailand.
The Bangkok Port (Klong Toey) start-
ed to accommodate container ships.
However, loading/discharging of con-
tainers still had to be operated by

ship’s cranes. The expansion of econo-
my and international cargo transporta-
tion led to the construction of a deep
sea port at Laem Chabang. BSAA fully
supported the deep sea port project as
many of the member shipping lines op-
erated bigger ships which could not use
the Bangkok Port. BSAA also concurred
with the project to construct an ICD at
Lad Krabang. The State Railway of Thai-
land (SRT) introduced a rail transporta-
tion between Laem Chabang Port and
the ICD.

During the past 50 years, BSAA has
served members by advocating con-
sultancy and helped addressing vari-
ous problems, acted as members’
representative in negotiating with gov-
ernment agencies on issues of common

interest, represented members in par-
ticipating and cooperating with other
trade associations. BSAA and members
also actively engaged in CSR activities.

For the past 10 years, BSAA has pub-
lished BSAA News, a quarterly publica-
tion, bringing news and articles of inter-
est to more than 4,000 readers. The
publication is distributed free of charge
to importers, exporters, BSAA members,
government agencies and other trade
organizations quarterly. BSAA would
like to take this opportunity to express
sincere thanks to all sponsors and sup-
porters of BSAA News over the years.
BSAA hopes to further maintain our ac-
tive role in helping the development
of the country’s transport and logistics
industry. m
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Since 1983, the Best Shipping Company in Shanghai-Japan Line
Direct Routing : BKK-LCH-HCM-SHA-BKK
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Wuhan, Wuhu, Wujiang, Wi, Xiacshan, Yangzhou, Yichang, Yueyang, Zhangjiagang, Zhenjiang
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¥ Customs
Regulations
and Procedures
Before and After

13 November
2017

After more than 90 years Customs Dept.
decided to review and revise the Customs Act,
BE. 2469 (1926). The new Customs Act, BE.
2560 (2017) was published in the Government
Gazette on 15 May 2017 and went into force
on 13 November 2017. The new law was
presented by Customs Dept. as a huge
improvement from the old law and is hoped

to be instrumental in enhancing the nation’s
competitiveness. Customs Dept. has taken into
consideration a well balanced composition
between control and facilitation
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Significant improvements in the Customs Act, B.E. 2560
are, for example:
B Clearer and uniformity of definitions
B Orderly grouping into chapters, namely General
Provisions, Taxes, Importation & Exportation by sea,
land and air modes and Agents, Transit, Transshipment
and Overtime (unclaimed) Goods, Bonded Warehouse
& Ports, Duty Free Zone, Customs Powers, Authority
of Customs in Specific Areas, Punishment.

Main amendments made in the new law are, for
example:
B Assessment of duty shall be finalized in 3 years
(Section 19)
B Customs Appeal Ruling Commission shall have to
complete  the proceeding within 180 days (Sections
41 - 46)
B [icensing of Agents and Brokers (Sections 99 — 101)
B Post Audit proceeding shall be finalized in 5 years from
date of importation, exportation or transit (Section 159)
B Period of overdue goods (unclaimed cargo) short-
ened from 60 days to 30 days (Section 107)
B (lassification of offenses based on acts of violation and
relevant fines and penalties (Sections 202 - 257)
B Payment of bribes and rewards reduced from 55%
to 40%, divided into 20% for bribes and 20% for rewards,
and limited to maximum 5 million baht each per case
(Section 255)

As regards the sea transport sector, it was expect-
ed that we would see improved Customs regulations and
procedures after November 13, 2017, especially Customs
Dept. was introducing paperless procedures for customs
formalities. But so far Customs Dept. has issued only
some notifications on new procedures which were found
impractical, for example:

Mark and Number
Stipulation of com-
pulsory mark and number
on packages of goods in
Section 59 of the new
law is actually unchanged
from the old law (Sec-
tion 118 of Customs Act,
B.E. 2469). Customs’
e-manifest structure
states that mark and
number should follow
what actually appear on
the cargo packages. In
the event of cargo pack-
ages bearing no ship-
ping mark, it should be
manifested a “No Mark”.
. Nevertheless, the defec-
- tive wording in the law
resulted in some Cus-
toms officers still insist-
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ing on having a mark and number in
the manifest.

Transshipment

Customs Dept. has issued Notifica-
tion No. 140/2560 on Electronic Trans-
shipment Procedures. Customs has
foregone many conditions of regula-
tory control in the new regulation,
especially the 1 million baht security
for shipping agents. However, most
of the member shipping agents could
not register as electronic T/S applicant
as Customs officers still interpret the

Customs Act, BE. 2560 specifies that compliance
with various provisions is as per procedures laid down
by the Director General of Customs Dept. BSAA

awaits to see Customs Dept.'s issuance of notifications
on new procedures for vessel's entry/exit regulations,
return cargo, submission of advance outbound cargo
manifest, etc. However, all the new ministerial notifica-
tions, regulations and procedures will have to be issued
by Customs Dept. within 180 days after the Customs

regulation as requiring 1 million baht
bank guarantee. The e-T/S procedure
also requires T/S applicant to submit
a T/S declaration. Besides, the Cus-
toms Notification stipulates that T/S
applicant must also comply with other
laws and regulations on prohibition
and restriction of transshipment/transit
goods. These regulations are definitely a
hindrance limiting the volume of trans-
shipment/transit at Laem Chabang Port
which accounted for less than 1% of
the total throughput.

Transit

Apart from transit under the Thai-
Laos Transit Agreement, Customs Dept.
has issued Notification No. 139/2560 al-
lowing transit under GATT 1994 Article
V. It was found after 13 November 2017
that Customs transit formalities were
not allowed at Lad Krabang ICD as the
Customs at the ICD does not have the
status of a customs house. Transit for-
malities for containers carried by barge
from LCP to river ports, including the
Bangkok Port, were not allowed either
as the law only allows transit formalities
at the first discharge port.

Pre-Arrival Processing - Sub-
mission of Inbound Cargo
Manifest

Customs Dept. has issued Notifica-
tion No. 5/2561 to introduce the Pre-
Arrival Processing: PAP at all ports in
Thailand except Laem Chabang Port
effective 1 February 2018. LCP will
commence a month later on 1 March
2018. Implementation of PAP is part
of a commitment in the WTO’s Trade
Facilitation Agreement. The TFA’s re-
quirement aims to expedite movement
and release of goods to consignees
after discharge from the vessel. Ship-

Act, B.E. 2560 went into force, or about 12 May 2018.

ping agents are required to submit in-
bound cargo manifest 24 hours before
vessel’s arrival.  For short-sea loading
ports in Cambodia and Vietnam, the
deadline for submission of cargo mani-
fest is shortened to 6 hours before
vessel’s arrival. At present, container
ships’ transit times from Singapore and
Malaysia are only 2-3 days. Shipping
agents are concerned that there will
be ensuing submissions of additional
cargo manifest and amendments. Cus-
toms however promised to be lenient
during the introductory period and that
there will be no penalty for additional
data and amendments within 48 hours
after vessel’s arrival.

Submission of Outbound Cargo
Manifest

Customs Dept. is mulling to change
the deadline for submission of out-
bound cargo manifest from 6 days after
vessel’s departure to 24 hours before
vessel’s arrival. If implemented, the
cargo data are still incomplete which
will necessitate submission of addi-
tional data and amendments. Customs
Dept. has yet to issue an official an-
nouncement.

Return Cargo

Customs Dept. has agreed to allow an
option to return transshipment/transit
cargo or to reship to a third country.
But the same option is not allowed for
import goods abandoned by consign-
ees despite the fact that shippers who
hold full set of original B/L can exercise

this right as prescribed in Section 36 of
the Carriage of Goods by Sea Act, B.E.
2534. 1t should also be noted that
Section 10 Item 8 of the TFA also stipu-
lates that member country shall facili-
tate return shipment of rejected goods.

Overtime Goods (Unclaimed
Cargo)

Customs Dept. has issued Notification
No. 142/2560 on Customs procedure
for disposal of unclaimed cargo. How-
ever, the laid down Customs procedure
does not specify clearly the handling
to avoid problems of unclaimed cargo
remaining in the containers for months
or years. The main problem is that
there is no warehouse for storage of
the unclaimed cargo while waiting for
disposal by Customs.

Container and Other Transport
Equipment

Currently, container and other
transport equipment of container ves-
sels are classified as item 15 of duty-
exempted category 4 allowing tempo-
rary stay in the kingdom not exceeding
1 year. Customs regulation requires
shipping agents to submit a container
list declaration for every inbound and
outbound sailing. Customs Dept. is ex-
pected to introduce a paperless pro-
cedure in the near future. Neverthe-
less, Ro-Ro’s transport equipment of
mafi and tug-master is not classified
as item 15 as is container. Reloading
of Ro-Ro’s transport equipment is pro-
cessed as transshipment. As a result,



some mafi and tug-master get stuck in the terminals for staying in the
kingdom over 30 days. BSAA has raised this issue to Customs Dept. for
a solution.

Ship’s Spare Parts

Customs agreed that ship’s spare parts brought in by shipping lines
for cargo ships should not be classified as item 7 of the duty-exempted
category 4 as per Customs Notification No.  149/2555 which is meant
for parts and spare parts imported by operators of shipbuilding and ship
repairing. Customs regulates that the ship’s spare parts brought in for
cargo ships are to follow the transit procedure. One condition of transit
regulation is that transit cargo shall not be used in the kingdom. That
means, the spare parts delivered to the cargo ship must remain intact in
the packages until the cargo ship has left Thailand’s territory.

Customs Act, B.E. 2560 specifies that compliance with various provisions
is as per procedures laid down by the Director General of Customs
Dept. BSAA awaits to see Customs Dept.’s issuance of notifications on
new procedures for vessel’s entry/exit regulations, return cargo, sub-
mission of advance outbound cargo manifest, etc. However, all the
new ministerial notifications, regulations and procedures will have to
be issued by Customs Dept. within 180 days after the Customs Act,
B.E. 2560 went into force, or about 12 May 2018. =
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Sriracha Tugboat Company has a fleet of 24 Tugboats.

Vessel sizes from 220 GRT - 300 GRT. Engines are
from 2,200 HP through 3,600 HP.

Tugboat Services, Marine Offshore Service,
Transport, Clean-up oil-spill, Marine Rescue.

Sriracha Tugboat Co., Ltd.

VHP Marine Service Co,, Ltd.

Payon Marine Service Co., Ltd.

..... S

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE IN SERVICE AND RELIABILITY

K LINE (THAILAND) LTD.

33/29-31, 8th Floor, Wall Street Tower Bldg,,
Road, Kwaeng Suri: Khet Bangrak, Bangkok 10500
Tel : 0-2625-0000 Fax: 0-2632-7350
Website: www.kline.co.th
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Meridian Shipping Service Group (MSSG) we are specialized in
Container Liner Agency business with focus in Southeast Asia. Today we have
offices in Thailand, Singapore, Indonesia, Cambodia, Myanmar, Vietnam,
Malaysia, Bangladesh, Philippines and Sri Lanka.

EXA,Z STAR[NE AGENCIES Asin

We currently represent :
- Blue Water Lines Pte Ltd.
« ANL East West Trade

« Pan Ocean Co.,, Ltd.

w Shipping Service

Unison Shipping Services Ltd. We currently represent:

« Great Circle Line Pte Ltd.
* MTT Shipping Sdn Bhd.

- Starline Asia Pte Ltd.
+ Kerry Pacific (Singapore) Pte Ltd.

Meridian Port Agencies (Thailand) Co,,
Agent and operation for tramp vessels

Pat Port
Iuaynamthai), . 444 Thar
® K 0k 10110




Activities

22november2017

BSAA/PAT Golf Tournament

BSAA host Friendship Golf Tournament with Port Authority of

More news about us please visit :

www.thaibsaa.com

10january2018

PAT New Year Greatings

Thailand (PAT ) on Wednesday, 22 November 2017 at The Lake
Wood Country Club, Bangplee, Samutprakarn. The winner of this
year tournament is PAT.

25january2018

Member get together party
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To be the hub of waterway transport and logistics
linking the Thai economy to ASEAN




