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MERIDIAN SHIPPING SERVICE GROUP (MSSG) we are specialized in
Container Liner Agency business with focus on Southeast Asia. today
we have offices in Thailand, Singapore, Indonesia, Cambodia,
Myanmar, Vietnam, Malaysia, Bangladesh, Philippines and Sri Lanka.

"We provide Freight and Total logistics services to all destinations that
our offices located and also have vessel with direct services to Korea,
China, India, East Malaysia, Brunei. We are your reliable partner in
Thailand."

We currently represent :
« Blue Water Lines Pte Ltd.
- AVANA GLOBAL FZCO

« Pan Ocean Co., Ltd.

Unison Shipping Services Ltd. We currently represent:
« Starline Asia Pte Ltd. « MTT Shipping Sdn Bhd.
« KP Container Line Pte Ltd.

represent TMCL Container Line

Pat Port Office : Laem Chabang Office :
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TA KMTC..
OREA MARINE TRANSPORT CO.,LTD.

KMTC (THAILAND) CO., LTD.
3195/13 Vibulthani Tower, 8th Fl., Rama |V Rd.,
Kongton, Kongtoey, Ban ok 10110, Thailand.
“"‘"—».Igl 21209500 Fax: 021209555
mail: kmtc-info@kmtc.co.th

One - Stop Integrated  {f§ unitHal

Supply Chain Solution Services

Shipping agency, logistics, container terminal, [=: =
freight forwarding, warehouse & distribution, [
engineering and infrastructure development Oty

www.unithai.com

The Largest Shipyard in Thailand
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When it comes to restoring your containers,
CONNET offers the "Best"

The ploneer in container M&R in Thailand since 1980
COMMET maintaing and repairs a1 dam ages to cantainer
regardiess of their manufactures

COMMET, axclusively, warks an all facets of mmumhg
reafer container, and curmently represents Camie
Mitsubish, and Dakin as their service representative

\? in Thalland

ﬂi cp.h Our lead technician i holding "ICL" certificate which is

recognized worldwide
CONTAINER NETWORK CCL, LTD.
3050l Bangra-Trad 23, Bang-Na, Bang-na, Bangok 10260

Car Carrier RoRo / LNG / Bulk
Coal and Tanker / Total Logistics / Air Service
Customs Formality / Inland Transport
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BSAA News is a quarterly
publication of the Bangkok
Shipowners and Agents
Association.

It is distributed free of charge
to the exporters, importers,
transportation and logistics
providers and government
agencies.

Views expressed do not
neccessarily reflect those of
the BSAA, individual members
or publisher.
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Laem Chabang Port;
29 Years of Operation y
and Striving into its 30

Laem Chabang Port, an international port in par with a world class
ports, connects the industrial sector, agricultural sector and the local
Thai people's way of life together. Today, Laem Chabang port has been
developing rapidly. The port offers efficient services and provides a
variety of services that respond to the needs of all groups of satisfied
clients. Laem Chabang port is an established organization with its role,
responsibility, commitment and mission to drive Thailand's import and
export businesses to expansion and success. It has also helped improve
Thailand's exporting potential and has increased Thailand's competi-
tiveness in the world market. The port's main target groups include
importers - exporters, business persons, governmental organizations,
port operaters and people in general. Proudly, over the last 29 years,
the port has been successfully operating and will be continuingly
striving into its 30th year and beyond.

story LCP
photo : BSAA

BSAA was honored to interview
Lieutenant Junior Grade Yutana
Mokekhaow, Managing Director
of Laem Chabang Port about
the port's accomplishment
over the past few years and

its development plan moving
forward as well as its policy in
developing the infrastructure
and logistics in Laem Chabang
port.

The port’s performance in
2019

Lt. J.G. Yutana said Laem Chabang port
will grow at a rate of 2-3 percent per year
which is close to Thailand’s GDP figure.
Apparently, in the past few years, the
amount of car throughputs at the port
have been reduced. According to the data,
the overall of the amount of cars shown
was approximately 1.2 million. Its growth
rate was under predicted. Presently, the
trend of cars export is not as great as one

would have expected due to world’s
sluggish economy. This has had an
adverse impact on Thailand’s economy.
Moreover, the changing trend of car con-
sumption is switching from petrol-use to
electric automobiles. Several automobile
plants have been changing the mode of
production from diesel to electric car
systems including hybrid cars.

Another change that might affect Laem
Chabang port in the future has come from
its port competitors including ports in both
neighboring countries and within Thailand.
For example, Vietnam has been rapidly
developing its ports. Currently, the biggest
port has its front quay depth of 15 metres
above mean sea level (MSL). Goods coming
in and going out at of this Vietnam port
are not different from the ones at Laem
Chabang port. Thailand might have some
additional disadvantages in terms of labor
cost and its strong currency. As a result,
the amount of throughput has decreased.
However, Thailand has some advantages
in terms of skilled labor. And most
important, Laem Chabang port is better

equipped with basic infrastructure including
roads, water and electricity supplies. In
summary the port is well positioned to
provide good service going forward.

Development is a key

Lt. J.G. Yutana also stressed that one of
the key improvements to develop the port
to be world class is the field of data man-
agement. Port Authority of Thailand (PAT)
has set up several policies and projects
to enable less human input to goods being
tracked using advanced electronic data.
There are many advancements in [T infor-
mation capability that will boost the flow
of data sharing in transportation and help
make it more efficient and convenient. The
port has initiated a platform of ‘Port Com-
munity System’ which allows its own staff,
clients and concerned authorities within the
PAT to partake and share the data amongst
themselves and send that data abroad to
the origin ports. Moreover, PAT and the Digital
Economy Promotion Agency (DEPA) have
been collaborating in developing the port
management or Smart Port, which is part of
the Smart City project in order to increase



the efficiency in smart transportation. The
project is a data connectivity of multimodal
transportation for importing and exporting
goods at Laem Chabang port. Also, Laem
Chabang port has developed an electronic
truck queue system which will aid truckers
to better manage their time. This system
allows drivers to know when the best time
for them to arrive at the port and also
works when they are exiting the port. This
reduces congestion and places the port to
be in par with other leading world ports.
The fundamental idea is to allow trucks to
come to the port at an exact time to
facilitate offloading. In this case, the clients
are able to reserve the time slot to deliver
or collect their goods online via the intermet
directly. To date, Laem Chabang port has
begun using the Gate 4 as goods inspection
gate and provides a call centre service at
all time without the closure in order to
enhance the most efficient service.

Laem Chabang Port
Phase lll

Laem Chabang port phase Il will be
a huge port with a sea level depth of 18.5
metres above mean sea level (MSL). Triple
E-class is a vessel example to be designed
to accommodate at this Laem Chabang
port phase Ill. These Triple E-class vessels
are more than 400 metres in length. In
addition to develop the port to stimulate
the economy, Laem Chabang port has
placed great importance on ensuring that
its footprint is environmentally friendly.
This is critical. Environment concerns play
a key role in all industrial projects around
the world. The infrastructure of Laem Chabang
phase lll was designed to be a clean energy

Laem Chabang Port

PAT had meetings with the State Railway

of Thailand (SRT) to build a dry port in the
Eastern region of Thailand or at the border
of Laos to enhance Laem Chabang port to be
able to import and export more goods from

the South of China

port. The port has indicated that the bidders
for Laem Chabang port phase Il F1 and F2
must operate in an advanced semi-automation
environment. The goal is to transfer 4
million containers per year via railway and
as such, installation of additional electric
sockets will be required.

In addition, the International Maritime
Organization (IMO) 2020 has also required
that vessels must use low sulfur fuel. As a
member of IMO, all birthing vessels must
now use low sulfur fuel.

Laem Chabang Port and
Neighboring Countries

Today, Laos has been importing and
exporting goods via Laem Chabang port,

16
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which is its main gateway. About 80-90
percent of Laos imports have been
transported via Thailand. Laos also
transport goods via Thai railways.

PAT has studied and collaborated with
concerned agencies in establishing its
organization to become a marine hub in
the Southeast Asia region. PAT had meetings
with the State Railway of Thailand (SRT) to
build a dry port in the Eastern region of
Thailand or at the border of Laos to
enhance Laem Chabang port to be able
to import and export more goods from
the South of China. The South of China
has been interested in importing
and exporting goods to Laem Chabang
port. The export routes from Kunming,
the South of China to the world using
the connected railway from the South of
China to Mab Ta Phut, Rayong and then
connect to Laem Chabang, Chonburi. It
will be another alternative route in
transporting goods from the South of China
to every region in the world.

Lt. J.G. Yutana concluded that Laem
Chabang port and PAT are ready to con-
stantly develop the port infrastructure and
related port businesses. The organizations will
move forward at a fast pace and keep up
with the advanced progress of the world’s
trading economy. In the meantime,
concerns will be always focused on safety
and environmental friendly operations.
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Customs Act,
B.E. 2560 (2017)

and Customs’ Role of
Trade Facilitation

BSAA has earlier published an article on Customs
Act, B.E. 2560 (2017) in BSAA News No. 41 early
2018. Customs Act, B.E. 2560 is the primary
Customs law. The new Customs act is a revision of
the old Customs Act, B.E. 2469 (1926). Customs
Dept. hoped the new Customs act would significantly
help enhance the competitiveness of the country.
Customs Act, B.E. 2560, however, brought new
problems we never expected before. For instance,
Customs transit could not be processed at Lat
Krabang ICD because Customs at the ICD does not
have the status of a Customs House. For transit
cargo containers transported to river ports from
Laem Chabang by barge, Customs transit procedure
is not allowed either because Customs transit must
only be processed at the first port of discharge, i.e.
Laem Chabang Port. More than two years on, after
Customs Act, B.E. 2560 went into force on 13th
November 2017, the problems from various issues
still persist.

story : BSAA

During the past two years Customs Dept. has invited
comments and suggestions from business operators,
especially importers/exporters and Customs brokers, on
the new Customs law. Customs Act, B.E. 2560 still has
provisions which are contradictory to trade practices, e.g.
Section 59 stipulating that every export/import cargo
package must bear shipping marks; Section 71 requiring
shipping agents to submit export cargo manifest before
vessel’s departure; or opposition to Section 99 which
says agents of importers, exporters and transshipment/
transit cargo are to be treated as owners of the cargo.
In the meeting of Customs Facilitation Committee (A58.)
at Customs Dept. on 13th January 2020 Customs agreed

https://medium.com/



to set up an ad hoc Working Committee to discuss
amendments and changes to Customs Act, B.E. 2560 and
the related by-laws.

The World Customs Organization (WCO) was founded
in 1953 under the legal name “The Customs
Co-operation Council: CCC”. The WCO currently has
more than 180 members. Thailand became a member of
the WCO in 1972. Over the years, WCO has continuously
developed instruments and tools to help its members
enhance efficiency of their Customs administration.
Important conventions developed by WCO include:

- Convention on Harmonized Commodity Description
and Coding System, 1988

- Revised Kyoto Convention: RKC, 2006

- Customs Convention on Containers, 1972

Trade facilitation is one of the key objectives of the
WCO. The efforts of the WCO are focused at simplifying
and standardizing Customs practices across its member
administrations. The WCO has been striving to achieve
the balance between trade facilitation and effective
Customs control. Trade facilitation, in the WCO context,

the country’s rank in Trading Across Border dropped from

No. 57 to 59 and to 62 in the last three years. Customs Dept.
is worried about the poor and dropping rank in Trading Across
Border and has tried to introduce a number of measures

in the hope that these measures will help improve the country’s

ranking in WB's Ease of Doing Business.
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means the avoidance of unnecessary trade restrictiveness.
Therefore, Customs should know what to facilitate and
what to control.

Over the years, the WCO has closely co-operated
with the World Trade Organization (WTO). The WCO
has long supported the WTO’s Agreement on Trade
Facilitation (TFA). The TFA went into force on 22nd
February 2017. The WCO plays an important role as
the key implementing agency of the TFA, it is essential
that the WCO members ensure effective implemen-
tation of the TFA provisions to successfully lead
to the envisaged development on national, regional
and global level. The efficiency and effectiveness of
Customs procedures has a significant influence on the
economic competitiveness of the nation in international
trade and the global marketplace.

Customs regulations and procedures related to
exportation and importation are taken into
consideration by World Bank in its survey for ranking
on “Ease of Doing Business”. Customs procedures are
most concerned with “Trading Across Border”, the 8th
item of WB’s Ease of Doing Business survey. Thailand’s
overall rank of No. 26, 27 and 21 in 2018, 2019 and
2020 respectively are quite credit-
able. However, the country’s rank
in Trading Across Border dropped
from No. 57 to 59 and to 62 in the
last three years. Customs Dept. is
worried about the poor and drop-
ping rank in Trading Across Border
and has tried to introduce a number of
measures in the hope that these
measures will help improve the
country’s ranking in WB’s Ease of Doing Business. Some
of the measures introduced by Customs Dept. are:

- Issuance of Customs Dept. Notification No.
5/2561 on Pre-Arrival Processing (PAP)

- Issuance of Customs Dept. Notification No.
134/2561 on Electronic Customs Procedures of which
item 60 requiring shipping agents to submit export cargo
manifest within 24 hrs. before vessel’s departure.
Customs Dept., however, later issued Notification No.
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It will be interesting
to find out the
answer to this ques-
tion. In the countries
where Customs
regulations and
e procedures are more
= — | simplified, do they
OUR PROMISE, YOUR SATISFACTION encounter the prob-

Bangkok Head Office 4180/5 Rama IV Rd, Prakanong, Klong Toey, Bangkok, Thailand 10110 Tel. 662 240 0110 Fax. 662 240 0810-11 lem Of non-comph-
Songkhla Branch Office 5% Fl, Southland Rubber Bldg, 55 Rajyindee Rd,, Hat Yai, Songkhla, Thailand 90110 Tel. 6674 225 681-6 Fax. 6674 225 678 2
E-MAIL emicenter@eml.co.th WEBSITE www.eml.co.th/www.pilship.com ance and Offences *

168/2562 changing the deadline for submission of export
cargo manifest from within 24 hrs. before vessel’s departure
to within 24 hrs. after vessel’s actual sailing.

- Calling a meeting on 19th June 2019 to discuss
shortening of Closing Time (from 24 hrs. before vessel’s
arrival for delivery of export cargo container) at Laem
Chabang Port

The latest move by Customs Dept. was an invitation
to 30 agencies of government departments and state
enterprises and 16 organizations of the private sector
to sign a joint MOU for integrated facilitation and coopera-
tion for the country’s exports and imports. The signing
ceremony has been scheduled for Tuesday, 24th March
2020. The draft MOU does have a condition that the
MOU will not whatsoever jeopardize the enforcement of

control or regulation under the authority of any agency.
In other words, the MOU will not interfere with any
government agency or state enterprise in their control.
If implementation of these measures is not an answer

to the problem, our chances of seeing improvement of

N ==y —  AsAgent: TCC Agency Ltd. . . . .
fm/IﬁnE Tel: +66(0)2 026 7119 Fax: +66(0)2 026 7101 the country’s ranking in WB’s Trading Across Border will
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Since 1983, the Best Shipping Company in Shanghai-Japan Line
Direct Routing : BKK-LCH-HCM-SHA-BKK

Also to Yangtze river ports - Anging, Changsha, Changshu, Changzhou, Chongging, It Wlu' be IntereStlng to ﬁnd out the answer to thlS

Hangzhou, Jiangyin, Jiaxing, Jiujiang, Kunshan, Nanjing, Nantong, Qingdao, Suzhou, Taicang, Tianjin, qUeStion |n the COUntrieS Where CUStomS regulations
Wuhan, Wuhu, Wujiang, Wuxi, Xiaoshan, Yangzhou, Yichang, Yueyang, Zhangjiagang, Zhenjiang .

and procedures are more simplified, do they encounter
the problem of non-compliance and offences?
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Greetings
2020 GET TOGETHER
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Training on Digital Transformation in Shipping
Industry at Narai Hotel. Conducted by Khun Piset
Rittapirom of Maersk Group .

3dec2019

Congratulations

BSAA held “Members Get Together
Cocktail Party”

@Sheraton Grande Sukhumvit

Congratulations to Khun Withaya Yamoung, Bangkok
New Director General of the Marine Dept.
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